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The JOURNEY: UT-TAIIKU-TIAS-JAPAN X INDIA-SAI: SPORT
COOPERATION - Towards Tokyo 2020 and Beyond

Randeep Rakwal!, Manikant Sharma?, Dhandapani Chokkaian?, Aman Shah3, Ravi Pandit?,

Alexis Lyras'>, (Late) Guido Geisler!, Izumi Egami! and Hisashi Sanada?

lFaculty of Health and Sport Sciences, University of Tsukuba, 1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8574, Japan, 2Sports Authority of India (SAl), MYAS,
Government of India, New Delhi, India, 3JSW Sports, Mumbai, India, Sports Consultant, New Delhi, India, and >Olympism for Humanity Alliance, USA
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he Year of Japan-India

* MoU on international Academic & Sports Exchange between
LNIPE & Nippon Sports Science University

* Mol on International Academic & Sports Exchange
between Sports Authority of India & Nippon
Sports Science University, Japan

« LETTER OF INTENT between LNIPE&
University of Tsukuba, Japan

« LETTER OF INTENT between Sports Authority
of India & University of Tsukuba, Japan @

Friendly Exchanges

2016 -
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SPORT

START OF THE COOPERATION with INDIA : 2017
(it all STARTED with TIAS)

‘Japan Sport Experts’ at TAIIKU and Indian Sport Organizations /Universities

2017: TIAS (SFT-JSA-

Legacy at Taiiku-UT

Initiation of Sport
Cooperation®

*Prior to signing the MOU: ‘Letter of Intent ‘between SAl and LNIPE and UT
LOls, sighed Sep 2017-UT - Exchanged between PM Abe and PM Modi in INDIA SUMMIT

o

OLYMPIC EDUCATION, ADAPTED SPORT, COACHING,
SPORT SCIENCE, ANTI-DOPING and DEVELOPMENT
& PEACE : Program in India — All Stakeholders in SPORT
FIELD (Universities: Private-National, SAl and NS-NIS (Gol),
NGOs, Schools) JOINED forthe FIRST TIME (Feb., 2017).

First Contact and Program with SAlI and NS-NIS

(Coordination — TIAS 2" Batch Student and SAl, AD, Mr. Manikant
sharma & Prof. Randeep Rakwal, UT) — Dr. Purnima Rupal, Counselor,

S&T, Eol, Tokyo [/ Profs./Students from Japan -

corfen b up oads 2017122017 _Indo-J apanese-Cond ave- Bl Olympsm-f
Towards-Tokyo- 2020 - MOW-F ebruary- 13 19 pdf

hifp o ias Sukuba ac jpiwpr
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J Year-Long (2017-2020) PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES (Enhanced COOPERATION In SPORT)

v SAl High-Level delegation (led by Director General of SAl /| Secretary, Sports) visitto Japan/UT : JUNE, 2017
v' SIGNING OF LOIs betweenUT and SAl and LNIPE: Exchange duringPM Abe Summit (Sep., 14, 2017) with PM Modiin India (see Note 47 -

https://lwww.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm ?dtl/28946/IndiaJapan)

LSRN NN

FEB, 2018

UT-TAIIKU SPORT SCIENCE High Performance Workshop in Delhi, India (SWIMMING-FOCUSED) : SEP, 2017
UT-SAIl Footbhall CoachingProgram (forindian National Coaches)inUT : SEP, 2017

SAICON 2017 Participation (UT)in India/ NS-NIS Feasibility Study - SportScience : DEC, 2017
UT-Olympic Education(NS-NIS Diploma Trainees, Administrators and Scientists) and Football Coaching(Diploma Trainees) program inindia

DDG (Deputy Director General)— SAl, Sh. Sandip Pradhan visitto Japan/ UT-Tsukuba, APRIL, 2019

v
v JS (Joint Secretary, Sports)— MYAS, Sh. L.S. Singhvisit to Japan/ UT-Tsukuba-Kurobe, October, 2019
v TIAS-OMOTENASHIWORKSHORP in INDIA for Olympic-Paralympic Athletes-Coaches-Administrators with IOA and SAl, Feb-March 2020

hitp:/ftias tsukuba.ac |pwp-content/uploads/2018/08/2017_S5AI_Japan-Visit-JUNE-26-29. pdf / http:itiastsukuba.ac jpfwp-contentuploads/201 /122017 _UT-5AlI-Workshop-and-Feasibility-Study-of-Swimming-High-Performance-Centre_Dr-5-P-

Mn:u:ul-r.erlee swimming-Pool-Complex_MNew-Delhi_-INDIA_ Eer:htemtrer—‘l‘l 13.pdf/ hitp: fftias.tsukuba.ac. jpwp-contentfuploadsf20 7122017 UT-SAI-Football-Coaching- F'rn:uqram -Tsukuba-JAPAN September-18-26_pdf/ httﬂfﬁlaatauhﬂ&a ac |plwp-

content/uploads/2018/03/2017_INDIA_SAICON2017_NSNIS_REPORT Jan21 2018 pdf/ http/Aias tsukuba ac jpAwp-content/uploads/2018/03/2018_IndiaProject REPORT_COACHINGandAPPLIED-OLYMPIC-EDUCATION Feb12t021 pdf

Jd NEXT STEPS (2020) PROGRAM’S (Second-Stage of COOPERATION In SPORT)
1) SIGNING OF MOU between UT&SAI-2018 [LNIPE-in progress](UT, JSA and MEXT) and (SAl and L&T Division, MEA-Ministry of External Affairs, Gol)

*(https://mea.gov.in/bilateraldocuments.him?dil% 2F 3054 2%2F List+of+AnnouncementsAgreements+signed+between+india+tand+Japan+during+visit+of+Prime+Minister+io+Japan)

2) COACHING-TRAINING (Football, Swimming, T&F, Judo, etc.), & EDUCATION (Olympic-Paralympic, PE, Sport Science, etc.) Programs
in India-Japan; including pre-GAMES (Tokyo 2020) TRAINING CAMPS (http://tias.tsukuba.ac.|p/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/October2019 MYAS SAlI NOC Federations SPORTS-Delegation-and-Eol-Report Prof-Rakwal.pdf)

3) STUDENT-SPORTSCIENTISTEXxchange and Scholarships for Master’s and PhD program in Sports Science/Sports Subjects
(developing human resources — a long-term vision) (Embassy of Japan, Delhi, India and MEXT; April 2019 — Call for Students)

SA

SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Incorporation of University Tsukuba-T AllIKU Model of Educ

O PERSPECTIVE
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ation and Research (Sports Science) to Indian Sport and Universities

Education :
Research :

r---1

Sharing educational value and system through feedback from India: INDIAN - Asian Perspective
Establishment of new sport and health sciences dealing with the diversity of athletes and society: Global Perspective

hitps:/Awww tanku tsukuba.ac. plen/ - httpitiastsukuba.acp/ - WOC- Memoradum of Cooperation; SAIl: Sport Authority of India (equivalent to JSA); NS-NIS: National Institute of Sport (equivalent

tn:rJIE.'ﬂ", AD: Assistant Director: Gol: Government of India; LNIPE: Lakshmibai National Unwersitxanh

The main theme of the current workshop, held jointly with SAI and IOA (https://www.olympic.ind.in/) — and

sical Education; Eol: Embass

of India; MYAS: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

. TIAS (http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/) ‘Japanese Culture & OMOTENASHI’ by Visiting Professor, University of SAl = |IOA & TIAS Conference Education and Research, Culture and Values)
+ Manlk'ant’ SHARMA (znd Batch): ) ) ) + Aman SHAH (znd Batgh): ) ) ) Tsukuba, Ms. Izumi EGAMI. The day’s ceremonies were graced by Shri Kiren RIJIJU, Honorable Minister
1. TIAS as an institution (as part of the TAIIKU, Faculty of Health and Sport Sciences, University of 1.1 was able to be a part of multiple workshops and projects by virtue of being a TIAS student and these of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of Youth Affairs And Sports, Government of India, who gave a Japanese CU“‘.ure & OMOTENASHI
Tsukuba) played a key role in laying foundation for strong bilateral cooperation in Sports between India have helped me tremendously in my professional growth. Despite not being associated with the 8 motivating welcome address to the participants (Olympic athletes and others for the world of sport) on the = A S A
and Japan. I was fortunate to be directly associated with various projects that were initiated in India with government, as a TIAS student, I was able to play a role in various Indo-Japan Sport collaboration projects 8 importance of knowing the culture and the education in sport. Attendees on the dais were, Director LV LY
Sports Authority of India (SAI), Government and Private Sport Universities, and NGOs. The projects including being part of a coach developm?nt WOTkShOp‘ (Coach (late) Guido Geisler anq my Megtor and B General, SAI, ShriSandip PRADHAN, and 10A Secretary General, Shri. Rajeev MEHTA, and Prof. ’ ’
focused primarily on Coach Development and Capacity Building, training on Research Methodologies, Academic Supervisor at TIAS) at the Netaji Subash National Institute of Sport (NSNIS) in Patiala in 2018 § Hisashi SANADA (TIAS, Chair), and Ms. Izumi EGAMI (TIAS, UT). Each dignitary followed with their L A PR

Sports Science and Olympism. The programs were conducted with people to people contact, benefitting
over 2,500 coaches and athletes. In the backdrop of Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games (Tokyo 2020)
introduction of Japanese culture was also part of various workshops conducted for coaches and athletes. I
wish to extend my heartiest gratitude to Professor Hisashi Sanada under whose guidance the programs
were conducted, Professor Rakwal who was chief coordinator, Coach (late) Prof. Guido Geisler, Prof.
Alexis Lyras, Mrs. Izumi Egami (OMOTENASHI), and Profs. Sengoku and Tagaki who led the
Swimming High Performance Training and Workshop. It is my firm conviction that the projects that were
initiated with TIAS have immensely contributed capacity building and knowledge enhancement to the
current and future coaches of India, ultimately helping athletes secure more medals at sporting events
especially the Olympics and Paralympics.

2. TIAS 2.0 assures the long-term vision of TAIIKU and its commitment to international community for
creating future leaders in Sports. It’s a natural outcome though owing to the strong foundation and
international rapport during its first phase as TIAS. Strong alumni network across the globe, research
collaborations and international projects conceived in all continents have paved a way for TIAS 2.0 to
rewrite the success even bolder. I shall continue to be associated personally and professionally with TIAS
2.0 and will be happy to contribute in all possible way.

4+ Dhandapani CHOKKAIAN (4" Batch)=
1. I was associated with certain projects carried out with SAI in association with my colleague Mr.
Manikant Sharma (Deputy Director SAI), particularly a MoU entered between SAI and University of
Tsukuba (in 2019) on multiple subjects such as exchange of human resource and enhancing the potential
of coaching community for the development of sports from grassroots to elite level
(http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/f785ac0a4b489be3880bb3b2ela41c05.pdf;
http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/TIAS EastAfrica Projects India REPORT.pdf;
http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/TIAS 2020 _INDIA_ SAI IOA_OMOTENASHI-
WORKSHOP_Projects_Report-1.pdf). I am happy to note that I could connect one of our administrators to
the NCDA (NSSU partner university in the Tri-Academy project for Sport for Tomorrow-SFT-consortium)
Coaching program in Tokyo and also Archery Federation to the Kurobe Host Town (Toyama prefecture)

(pages 9 to 20; http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/2018 IndiaProject REPORT COACHINGandAPPLIED-OLYMPIC-
EDUCATION_Feb12to21.pdf). Furthermore, my association and interaction with the Sports Authority of
India (SAI) has helped me in my current role as Head of Olympic Program Partnerships and
Communications at JSW Sports, a private Indian conglomerate with major interests in Olympic Sports. In
my current role, I have been able to build further from the collaborations forged during my time in Japan,
and have helped establish private partnerships with universities as well as be a key member of Team
India’s Task Force for the Olympic Games as a representative of a private sports corporation. I am also
selected and honoured to be part of the TORCH RELAY for TOKYO 2020.

2. 1 have both personal and professional relationships and collaborative projects ongoing with the
University of Tsukuba in my capacity as Head of Olympic Program Partnerships at JSW Sports and the
Inspire Institute of Sport (IIS) (http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/JSW_IIS-JUDOKAS-
Univeristy-of-Tsukuba-Training-Visit_Sep2019Aman-Shah_Legacy Report.pdf). In terms of next steps, I
would look at further strengthening the Letter of Intent signed between the University of Tsukuba and IIS,
and help foster more opportunities for athlete and coach exchange, academic research partnerships between
the two institutes. Furthermore, I would also look at developing internship opportunities for TIAS 2.0 and
TAIIKU students and researchers within India for them to help bring meaningful change through closer
Indo-Japan collaboration and synergies in sports each country is more developed within. Lastly, I am keen
on developing academic programs in the field of sports and physical education within India, and I feel the
University and Japan’s more structured PE syllabi present many opportunities to be explored in this respect

4 Ravi PANDIT (4™ Batch):
1. TIAS carried out numerous projects with India, specifically the Sports Authority of India (SAI; MYAS,
Gol), but I was not associated with these projects; however, I had the opportunity to attend one workshop
in Chandigarh in 2018, where I met Professors Guido Geisler (late; and a great coach and researcher) (see
page 28, middle right photo: http://tias.tsukuba.ac.jp/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/2018 IndiaProject REPORT COACHINGandAPPLIED-OLYMPIC-
EDUCATION_Feb12to21.pdf), & Alexis Lyras (Olympism in Humanity), and Randeep Rakwal (Sports

comments following the welcome speech by the Honorable Minister to address the participants and the
welcomed the first-such workshop tailored to the ‘culture’ aspects of a host country, and towards a sustained
cooperation and collaboration between India-Japan in SPORT. Prof. SANADA introduced the ‘Road to Tokyo
2020’ and TIAS program. This was followed by the main event of the day, the ‘OMOTENASHI’ workshop,
which was well received and actively participated in; the Indian ATHLETES (Wrestlers, Boxers, Shooters,
etc.) are one step forward on their understanding of the Japanese Culture and towards Tokyo 2020.
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ing the athletes in learning it. “We had a lot of fun during them. Judging by the laughter
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(with SAI-TOPS Team
with Cdr. Rajagopalan;
pre-meetings and
preparation with Dr.
Kajita, Researcher TIAS)

Kiren Rijiju, Sports Minister

The motto of the games is United by

n & Emotion. Hope this Omotenashi

: activity will boost the collaboration !

1 between India and Japan. | welcome ,
you all to Tokyo in the summer.

Visiting Professor, University of Tsukuba
1ZUMI EGAMI
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Japanese Greeting “OJIGI”
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TOKYO 2020
JAPANESE CULTURAL SENSITIVITY WORKSHOP
OMOTENASHI
27 February 2020, New Dethi

(NS-NIS: Sr. ED, Col. Bishnoi — traditional welcome, and giving a ‘motivational’ talk on the importance of

facilitated by Prof. Rakwal (my general mentor). This linkages and networks will further strengthen Japan- Science and Medicine and coordinator of the projects). This meeting was the start of my TIAS journey | based on this principle. z e & o
India sport cooperation is my belief. The strong sports culture of Japan and its base knowledge in diverse 12ter that year, and T graduated the TIAS program in 2020 March. Nevertheless, noting the immaculate Eeettre Inapan ] ﬂ ) iy o= O 4
sport areas from Olympic education to Coaching and Sports Science and Sport Management), will sport_s culture of Japan as yvell as its strong presence in the international sports arena, I beheve it [W}ll] i “o) e s
definitely be a powerful incentive for the Indian SPORTS as a whole provide[d] a pathway of improvement to the current and future coaches of India, ultimately helping gﬂ, T YT
) athletes secure more medals at sporting events especially the Olympics. ‘ s e e e

2. I am happy to see the launch of the TIAS 2.0 degree program, a continuity form TIAS and that will be a
great legacy of the SFT initiative and an education legacy of the Tokyo 2020 Games. TIAS 2.0 will nurture
the future sports leaders imparting new knowledge and opportunities for international cooperation and
research. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, institutions like TIAS 2.0, TAIIKU, University of Tsukuba are
required to imbibe the concepts and importance of sports in our daily life. Not only will I continue to
remain physically active but will also motivate others to do so. Furthermore, upon graduation, I have
produced four publications (one is multi-author) through SOPSJ journal (latest publications: Dhandapani
Chokkaian— A Pilot Study of the Motivation of Athletes who Participated in the Khelo India Sports
Competition: 164-178; & Dhandapani Chokkaian— Survey on Athletes Experiences of Government
Support to Participate in Khelo India Sports Competition: 179-192) and shall continue to do so in the form
of SOPSJ and other international journals. I also look forward to working closely with TIAS 2.0 and
University of Tsukuba under and beyond the MoU with SAI, as a SAI administrator.

2. TIAS 2.0 is a rejuvenated academic institution instilled to churn out the future leaders in sport.
Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, institutions like TIAS 2.0 (Master’s Program in Sport and Olympic
Studies, Degree Programs in Comprehensive Human Sciences, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human
Sciences), TAIIKU, University of Tsukuba are required to imbibe the concepts and importance of sports in
our daily life. Not only will I continue to remain physically active but will also motivate others to do so.
Furthermore, upon graduation, I have produced two publications through SOPSJ journal (Ravi Shankar
Pandit— Sport for Social Change: Two of Seven Indian Olympic Athletes Engage in Corporate Social
Responsibility Initiatives : 91-103; & Ravi Shankar Pandit — The Legacy of Kano Jigoro: Judo and
Education : 354-359 = Vol. 5: No. 1, October 2020 / ISSN: 2432-1966) and shall continue to do so in the
form of SOPSJ and other international journals. In addition, I shall explore new avenues of research
collaboration with my future university for PHD work. Lastly, the new students of TIAS along with the
alumni's shall provide a stream for collaborative work across several countries.

<Thank you
MANIKANT SHARMA,
Dy. Director, SAl and
TIAS Graduate & Sr.
ED, NS-NIS, and
Staffs and ATHLETES
and Coaches and

The VIDEO: at all SAI Centers in India and open to public
https://www.facebook.com/sportsauthorityofindiaM Y AS/vide
0s/798163310678089/UzpfSTEWMDAwWMDE2NDkzMDc2N
j0zMDY wNjExMjk0OTKkOMTQ6NzU6MDoxNTg1 NzI0Mzk
50i0yMzIxMjM40TgONDUyYNjQ5Nzk1/
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